
May 28 - June 9
Johnson Space Center, Houston
Trailer Maintenance

June 30
Johnson Space Center, Houston
American Heritage Week Event

July 7 - 16
Los Angeles, Calif.
World Stamp Expo

July 26 - August 1
Oshkosh, Wisconsin
EAA Air Show
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Traveling trailers bring space station to Hometown, U.S.A.

Only three months out of the shop, the
newly refurbished International
Space Station trailers, simulating the

interior of a habitation and lab module of
ISS, are on the road and making appear-
ances across the country.

The trailers, also known
as Space Station Imag-
ination, had a remarkable
debut in Wilson, North
Carolina. Located about 40
miles from Raleigh, the City
of Wilson and area schools
were invited to tour the trail-
ers during a weeklong event
sponsored by the Wilson
Daily Times. The site was
open to the general public
every day from 3 - 7 p.m.
The trailers made front-
page news, were featured in
a special Timesinsert, and
had hits on all three local television station
news broadcasts. More than 2,000 people
toured the trailers during the week.

“The folks in Wilson did a tremendous
job with publicity and coordinating the
event,” said Louis Parker, JSC exhibits
manager. “In addition to the trailers, they
blocked off their entire parking lot and
arranged tents for other space-related activ-
ities that really made it a full-scale event.”

Visitors also could try on a display space-
suit, and participate in model rocket
launches and other hands-on activities.

The Timeswent so far as to provide
small lab coats for the school-aged 
visitors to enhance their experience inside

the trailers, where they could step into an
astronaut’s sleeping bag, peer into the
closet-sized restroom,and even browse
photographic images from space.

“I think the simplicity and humor of
the videos guiding visitors through the
trailers helped them enjoy and remember
the messages we are trying to communi-
cate,” said Juan Galvez, JSC audio-visual
manager. “We want visitors to have a

basic understanding of what it takes to
work and live in space and how that
knowledge is being applied to the ISS.”

Astronaut Dan Tani was on hand the
first evening the trailers were opened to
the general public to greet visitors and

sign autographs. Tani had been to Wilson
for a previous outreach event and was a
familiar name to the community, which
welcomed him like a “hometown hero.”  

“They were mesmerized,” said Parker.
“They couldn’t believe some of it. They
knew NASA launched space shuttles, 
but now they know there is a lot of 
science, medicine, and other work where
technologies are being developed that
will benefit the Earth. Some of them
didn’t even know that we were working
with the Russians.”

We may find it surprising that many
people are unfamiliar with the scope of
the ISS as well as the technology required
to fly it, but increasing awareness of
ISS’s global reach is an important goal of
the trailer tour. To achieve that goal the
trailers will have a varied schedule,
appearing in small to mid-size cities as
part of a concentrated NASA awareness
effort, at major events such as the Texas
State Fair and air shows, and at science
museums across the country.

This fall, the trailers will reach deep
into JSC’s eight-state region in the central
U.S. It will also make stops at science
museums in the region and be in Houston
for major JSC-hosted events such as
Open House and Inspection.

The trailer exhibit just completed a
two-and-a-half-week stay at the NASA
Independent Verification Facility at
Fairmont, West Virginia, The education
office at that facility hosted programs for
schoolchildren across the state. They are
back at JSC during June for maintenance
and improvements before heading to
California for the World Stamp Expo 
and the EAA Air Show at Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. The exhibit will be on the
road most of the year, returning peri-
odically to JSC for maintenance and 
public tours. ■

Space Station Imagination – coming to a city near you!
August 26
Johnson Space Center, Houston
JSC Open House

Late September/early October
Dallas
Texas State Fair

October and November
Small cities tour
Central U.S.

November 1- 3
Johnson Space Center, Houston
Inspection 2000

Top:  Wilson area schoolchildren get a
hands-on look at what a space lab module
is like inside Space Station Imagination –
NASA’s traveling space station trailer. More
than 2,000 people toured the trailers during
the weeklong exhibit.

Left: Local museum volunteers show Wilson
students examples of astronaut tools. Many
organizations, including the local schools,
set up tents around the trailers and orga-
nized hands-on student activities to further
the student’s space experience.


