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FOREWORD








	Early in 1994, a joint Government/Industry Committee was formed to study ways to enhance the use of parametric cost estimating techniques.  The Committee found that the lack of training was one of the largest barriers to the use of parametrics.  The Committee sponsored this Handbook to provide training and background information on the use and evaluation of parametric tools.  The Committee is also working with the Defense Acquisition University to develop classroom training that would be available to both government and industry.





	The Committee is also sponsoring a pilot program to test the use of parametric tools.  As of September 1995, eleven companies are participating in the pilot program.  The pilot program is expected to last until the Summer of 1996.  This Handbook will be tested at the pilot program sites.  The Committee will update the Handbook to incorporate comments, best practices, and additional examples developed at the pilot sites.   The Committee also invites your comments on the Handbook and any examples you may have.   A User Reply Sheet is provided in the Preface to facilitate your input.  The Committee expects to publish the second edition of the Handbook by the Summer of 1996.





	The Committee hopes, with your help, to make the Handbook the guide people turn to when using and evaluating parametric tools.
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